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Sophocles' Oedipus at Colonus is a timeless masterpiece of Greek tragedy
that continues to captivate audiences with its profound exploration of
themes such as fate, free will, and the power of forgiveness. This
comprehensive study guide will provide you with an in-depth analysis of the
play, including its plot, characters, themes, and literary devices.

Plot Summary

Oedipus at Colonus opens with the aged and exiled Oedipus wandering
into the sacred grove of the Eumenides, located on the outskirts of Athens.
Accompanied by his devoted daughters Antigone and Ismene, Oedipus
seeks refuge and a place to die in peace. His presence, however, stirs up a
conflict between Athens and Thebes, both of whom claim rights over
Oedipus' remains.
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As the conflict escalates, Oedipus is confronted by Creon, his brother-in-
law from Thebes, who attempts to take him back by force. However,
Oedipus is protected by Theseus, the King of Athens, who recognizes the
sanctity of the grove and the rights of the suppliant.

In a climactic confrontation, Oedipus reveals a prophecy that he will bring
either good fortune or misfortune to the land that hosts his death. Theseus
agrees to grant Oedipus his wish to die in the grove, and Oedipus enters a
sacred place, accompanied by the Eumenides. The play ends with a
chorus of Athenians mourning Oedipus' passing and celebrating his legacy.

Major Characters

Oedipus

The protagonist of the play, Oedipus is a tragic figure whose life has been
marked by suffering and misfortune. Despite his past mistakes, Oedipus
remains a sympathetic character who seeks redemption and a place to die
in peace.

Key Characteristics: Wisdom, Pride, Suffering, Resilience, Blindness

Antigone

Oedipus' loyal and devoted daughter, Antigone is a symbol of love,
strength, and unwavering loyalty. She accompanies her father into exile
and remains by his side until the end.

Key Characteristics: Loyalty, Courage, Compassion, Stubbornness,
Fierceness

Ismene



Oedipus' other daughter, Ismene is less outspoken and assertive than
Antigone. She represents the voice of caution and moderation, urging her
father to submit to the demands of the state.

Key Characteristics: Loyalty, Submissiveness, Caution, Concern,
Prudence

Creon

Oedipus' brother-in-law and the ruler of Thebes, Creon represents the
forces of order and authority. He believes that Oedipus must be punished
for his past crimes and returned to Thebes.

Key Characteristics: Power, Ambition, Ruthlessness, Traditionalism,
Tyranny

Theseus

The King of Athens, Theseus is a wise and just ruler who recognizes the
sanctity of the grove and the rights of the suppliant. He protects Oedipus
from Creon and grants his wish to die in peace.

Key Characteristics: Wisdom, Justice, Compassion, Strength, Courage

Major Themes

Fate vs. Free Will

Oedipus at Colonus explores the complex relationship between fate and
free will. Oedipus' life has been shaped by a prophecy that he cannot
escape, yet he also makes choices that contribute to his downfall.

The Power of Forgiveness



The play raises questions about the power of forgiveness and
reconciliation. Oedipus has committed terrible crimes, but he seeks
forgiveness and a chance to redeem himself. The Eumenides, who
represent the forces of justice, ultimately grant him peace and absolution.

The Importance of Sanctuary

The grove of the Eumenides is a sacred place where suppliants can seek
refuge and protection. Oedipus' presence in the grove forces the
characters to confront the importance of providing sanctuary to those in
need.

Literary Devices

Irony

Irony is used throughout the play to create a sense of suspense and
dramatic tension. For example, Oedipus' request for sanctuary in the grove
of the Eumenides is ironic, given that he is pursued by the Furies for his
past crimes.

Symbolism

The grove of the Eumenides is a powerful symbol of sanctuary and
protection. It represents a place where the guilty can seek forgiveness and
the innocent can find refuge.

Imagery

Sophocles uses vivid and evocative imagery to create a rich and immersive
experience for the audience. For example, the description of Oedipus'
blindness and suffering is particularly poignant and moving.



Study Notes

* The play is set in the grove of the Eumenides, also known as the Furies
or Kindly Ones. * Oedipus was exiled from Thebes after killing his father
and marrying his mother. * Creon wants to take Oedipus back to Thebes
because he fears that his presence in Athens will bring bad luck. * Theseus
protects Oedipus because he believes that the grove is a sacred place and
that Oedipus has the right to sanctuary. * The play ends with Oedipus'
death and the chorus mourning his passing.

Sophocles' Oedipus at Colonus is a profound and moving tragedy that
explores timeless themes such as fate, free will, and the power of
forgiveness. This comprehensive study guide has provided you with an in-
depth analysis of the play, including its plot, characters, themes, and
literary devices. By understanding these elements, you can gain a deeper
appreciation for this classic work of literature and its enduring relevance to
our lives today.
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