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Felix Mendelssohn's Symphony No. 1 in C minor, Op. 25, commonly known
as the "Reformation" Symphony, is a remarkable musical composition that
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celebrates the 300th anniversary of the Augsburg Confession, a pivotal
document in the Protestant Reformation. This article delves into the
historical context, musical structure, and profound significance of this
monumental work.

Symphony No. 5: "Reformation" (Dover Miniature
Scores: Orchestral) by Albert Glinsky

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 34228 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 98 pages
Lending : Enabled

Historical Context

The Reformation was a momentous religious movement that swept across
Europe in the 16th century, challenging the authority of the Catholic Church
and leading to the establishment of Protestant denominations. The
Augsburg Confession, written by Philipp Melanchthon in 1530, outlined the
core beliefs of Lutheranism and became a defining document for the
Protestant cause.

Mendelssohn composed his Symphony No. 1 in 1830, a time of heightened
religious fervor surrounding the 300th anniversary of the Augsburg
Confession. Inspired by the significance of this event, Mendelssohn sought
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to create a musical work that would both commemorate the Reformation
and express his own deeply held religious beliefs.

Musical Structure

The Symphony No. 1 consists of four movements, each of which conveys
distinct emotional and programmatic elements:

1. Andante - Allegro con fuoco: The opening movement begins with a
solemn that evokes a sense of historical significance and reverence.
The Allegro con fuoco section that follows is characterized by dramatic
contrasts, showcasing the composer's mastery of orchestral writing.

2. Allegro vivace: The second movement is a lively and energetic
scherzo that provides a contrasting interlude between the more serious
outer movements. The scherzo features playful melodies and intricate
rhythms, creating a sense of lightness and humor.

3. Andante religioso: The third movement is the emotional core of the
symphony. It is a slow and contemplative movement that evokes a
sense of spirituality and meditation. The use of chorales, which are
Protestant hymns, adds a distinctly religious character to this
movement.

4. Allegro maestoso: The finale is a grand and triumphant movement
that reflects the celebratory nature of the occasion. It features majestic
fanfares, soaring melodies, and intricate contrapuntal passages,
bringing the symphony to a fitting and powerful .

Religious Significance



The Symphony No. 1 is not merely a musical masterpiece but also a
profound expression of Mendelssohn's religious faith. Throughout the work,
the composer employs various musical devices to convey his
understanding of religious concepts and beliefs:

Chorales: The inclusion of chorales in the third movement is a clear
reference to the Protestant Reformation and the importance of hymns
in Lutheran worship.

Fugues: Mendelssohn's use of fugues, especially in the finale,
symbolizes the contrapuntal complexity and theological depth of the
Reformation.

References to Lutheran hymns: The symphony contains subtle
references to well-known Lutheran hymns, such as "Ein feste Burg ist
unser Gott" and "Dies sind die heiligen zehn Gebot," connecting the
music to the Protestant tradition.

Dover Miniature Scores Orchestral

Dover Miniature Scores Orchestral offers a convenient and affordable way
to delve into the intricacies of this monumental work. The score is
meticulously edited and engraved for clear readability, facilitating study,
analysis, and performance.

The Dover Miniature Scores Orchestral series is renowned for its accuracy,
completeness, and portability. The scores are printed on high-quality paper,
ensuring durability and longevity. Each score is meticulously checked for
errors, ensuring that musicians can rely on its accuracy.



Mendelssohn's Symphony No. 1 "Reformation" is a musical masterpiece
that transcends time and continues to inspire generations of listeners. It is a
work of religious significance, celebrating the Protestant Reformation and
expressing the composer's deeply held faith. The Dover Miniature Scores
Orchestral edition of the symphony provides musicians and music
enthusiasts alike with an accessible and invaluable resource for studying,
performing, and appreciating this extraordinary composition.
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