Study Guide For Immanuel Kant's
Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals
Course

Immanuel Kant's Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals is a seminal
work in moral philosophy, first published in 1785. In this influential text,
Kant argues that the only truly good thing is a good will, and that all other
goods are conditional. He also develops the concept of the categorical
imperative, a universal moral law that all rational beings must follow.

This study guide will help you understand Kant's key concepts, arguments,
and examples. We'll explore the following topics:

= The good will

= The categorical imperative

= The four formulations of the categorical imperative

= Kant's moral theory and its implications for our own moral reasoning
Kant begins Groundwork by arguing that the only truly good thing is a good

will. By "good will," Kant does not mean a feeling of benevolence or
sympathy. Rather, he means a will that is determined by the moral law.
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Kant argues that a good will is good in itself, regardless of its
consequences. This is because a good will is a will that is in accordance
with the moral law, and the moral law is objectively good.

Kant's categorical imperative is a universal moral law that all rational beings
must follow. The categorical imperative is not based on any particular
desires or interests. Rather, it is based on reason alone.

Kant formulates the categorical imperative in four different ways:
= Universalizability: Act only according to that maxim by which you can

at the same time will that it should become a universal law.

=  Humanity: Act so that you treat humanity, whether in your own person
or in the person of another, always as an end and never as a means
only.

= Autonomy: Act according to the maxim of a universal lawgiving will.
= Respect for the law: Act so that the maxim of your action could

become a universal law without contradiction.

These four formulations of the categorical imperative are all equivalent.
They all express the same basic idea: that we should act only according to
maxims that we can will to become universal laws.
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Kant's moral theory has a number of implications for our own moral
reasoning. First, Kant's theory implies that we should always act according
to the moral law, regardless of our own desires or interests. Second, Kant's
theory implies that we should treat other people as ends in themselves,
never as means to our own ends. Third, Kant's theory implies that we
should act according to a maxim that we can will to become a universal

law.

Kant's moral theory is a demanding one, but it is also a powerful one. By
following Kant's moral law, we can live a life that is both morally good and
fulfilling.

Immanuel Kant's Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals is a
foundational work in moral philosophy. Kant's theory provides a rigorous
and systematic account of the nature of morality and the duties that we owe
to ourselves and others. This study guide has provided an overview of
Kant's key concepts, arguments, and examples. We encourage you to read
Groundwork in its entirety to gain a deeper understanding of Kant's moral
theory.

= Immanuel Kant's Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals

= Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: Immanuel Kant

= Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: Immanuel Kant
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