
Reggae Sound Systems: Performance
Techniques and Ways of Knowing
Reggae sound systems are a vital part of Jamaican culture. They have
played a major role in the development of reggae music, and they continue
to be a popular form of entertainment today. Sound systems are mobile
discotheques that play reggae music at dances and other events. They
typically consist of a DJ, a selector, and a sound engineer. The DJ selects
the music and mixes it together, while the selector chooses the next song
to be played. The sound engineer ensures that the sound system is
working properly and that the music is played at the correct volume.

There are many different ways to perform on a reggae sound system.
Some DJs prefer to play a mix of popular and obscure songs, while others
focus on playing only the latest hits. Some DJs also use dubplates, which
are one-of-a-kind recordings that are made specifically for sound systems.
Dubplates are often used to promote new songs or to give DJs a chance to
showcase their skills.
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In addition to playing music, sound systems also often host live
performances by reggae artists. These performances can range from solo
acoustic sets to full-blown band performances. Live performances are a
great way to connect with the audience and to create a more interactive
experience.

Sound systems are more than just a way to play music. They are also a
way of life for many Jamaicans. Sound systems provide a sense of
community and belonging, and they help to keep reggae music alive and
well. If you ever have the chance to experience a reggae sound system in
person, don't miss it. It is a truly unique and unforgettable experience.

Performance Techniques

There are many different performance techniques that DJs use on reggae
sound systems. Some of the most common techniques include:

Mixing: Mixing is the process of blending two or more songs together.
DJs use mixing to create a smooth and seamless flow of music. Mixing
can be done manually or with the help of a mixer.

Scratching: Scratching is the technique of moving a record back and
forth on a turntable to create a scratching sound. Scratching is often
used to add excitement to a performance or to create a unique sound
effect.

Dubbing: Dubbing is the technique of recording a song over another
song. Dubbing can be used to create a new version of a song or to
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add additional elements to a song.

Toasting: Toasting is the technique of speaking or rapping over a
riddim. Toasting is often used to add lyrics to a song or to tell a story.

These are just a few of the many performance techniques that DJs use on
reggae sound systems. DJs often develop their own unique style of
performance, which can be influenced by their musical influences, their
personality, and the audience they are playing for.

Ways of Knowing

There are many different ways of knowing about reggae sound systems.
Some of the most common ways include:

Attending dances: Attending dances is one of the best ways to
experience reggae sound systems firsthand. At dances, you can see
how DJs perform, hear different types of reggae music, and meet other
people who are interested in reggae music.

Listening to recordings: There are many recordings of reggae sound
systems available, both online and in stores. Listening to recordings is
a great way to learn about the history of reggae sound systems and to
hear some of the best DJs in the world.

Reading books and articles: There are a number of books and
articles that have been written about reggae sound systems. These
publications can provide you with a wealth of information about the
history, culture, and performance techniques of reggae sound systems.

Talking to people: Talking to people who are involved in reggae
sound systems is a great way to learn more about them. DJs,



selectors, sound engineers, and fans can all provide you with valuable
insights.

These are just a few of the many ways of knowing about reggae sound
systems. By exploring these different ways of knowing, you can gain a
deeper understanding of this important part of Jamaican culture.
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